THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

This evidence, that Buddha and the Sakyas
were of Naga, or Solar, race, was confirmed in a
remarkable manner lately. In 1898 the stupas
erected over the relics of the Sakyas, who were
killed when Kapilavastu was destroyed by the
king of Magadha, were opened; and in nearly
every relic casket was found the representation
of a Naga. One of these caskets, which contained
a golden Naga, bore the name of Mahanaman, one
of Buddha's own family, who succeeded to the
throne, which would have been inherited by
Gautama himself, had he not renounced the
world.1

1 Ind, Arch. Reports, N.W.P,, 1898.
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